SCORPIONOIDEA 


By P. A. Buxton, M.A., London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 

The specimens of scorpions, which were collected by Mr. Hopkins and myself, 
had been determined by Mr. A. S. Hirst when the state of his health necessitated 
his abandoning his work at the British Museum. As he was prevented from 
writing an article, I have collected the facts which are here presented. It appears 
that the only two species of scorpion which were obtained in Samoa are widely 
distributed in the South Pacific ; we do not know whether they have recently 
been spread by European ships, or by the earlier voyages of the Polynesians. 
Possibly they have crossed the Ocean by natural means, as specimens of both 
species occur under the bark of dead trees. We never heard of anyone being 
stung by either. 

Mr. Hirst’s identifications are as follows : 

1. Isometrus maculatus Geer. 

Several specimens, from Apia, and its neighbourhood, 1924 . 

2. Harmurus australasiae (Fabr.). 

A number of specimens, from various altitudes in Upolu from sea-level to 
nearly 2000 ft. at Malololelei; a specimen from the Ellice Islands (O’Connor, 
1920 ). In Samoa this is the commoner of the two species. It was collected in 
Samoa in 1905 by Itechinger (see Ivulezynski, Denkschr. Math. — Natunviss.. 
Iilasse K. Akad. Wissensch. (Wien), 85 . Bd., p. 411 , 1910 ). 


